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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 9/1 8/2009 for 
Application No. 10/565158. 

2. Applicant's arguments/ amendments with respect to pending claims 1 through 14 filed 
9/18/2009, have been fully considered and are not fully persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments: 

3. Applicant's amendments are accepted as overcoming the 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection of the 
previous Office Action. However, the amendments have required a new grounds of rejection for 
the "computer readable medium." 

4. Applicant's arguments: 

I. The cited prior art does not disclose "storage means for storing content data acquired 
from a content data provision apparatus, said content data provision apparatus 
providing said content data which is prohibited from being stored in a location external 
to said content data reproduction apparatus and setting means for setting said content 
data stored in said storage means to reproducible when said reception means receives 
said registration confirmation signal and after said content data is acquired and stored 
by the storage means." 

II. Shimizu does not qualify as prior art. 

III. The cited prior art does not disclose "determination means for checking said first 
storage means based on said apparatus identification information or said user 
identification information shown by the received confirmation request signal to 



Application/Control Number: 10/565,158 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2432 

determine whether or not said content data reproduction apparatus or said user has been 
properly charged payment." 

Response to applicant's arguments: 

5. Examiner's response to arguments filed 9/18/2009: 

II. Examiner agrees that Shimizu does not qualify as prior art and the rejection of claim 4 
based on Shimuzu is withdrawn. However, upon further search a new art has been 
found and is referred to in new grounds of rejection which follow. 
I. III. Irwin in view of Stefik teaches creation of a file and distribution of the file with 

different sets of rights based upon the preferences of the creator of the digital work. 
Among these rights are, do not copy and rights that can be altered upon a status change 
i.e. purchase. -Stefik, Column 48, lines 35-52 

Information Disclosure Statement 

6. The information disclosure statement (IDS) has been acknowledged. The submission is 
in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

7. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The term "computer 
readable medium" as in claims 13 and 14 is not defined in the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

8. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non- statutory subject matter because of the following reason: 

9. The claims fail to place the invention squarely within one statutory class of invention. 
The instant specification fails to define "computer readable medium" which can be interpreted to 
include signals. As such, the claim is drawn to a form of energy. Energy is not one of the four 
categories of invention and therefore this claim(s) is/are not statutory. Energy is not a series of 
steps or acts and thus is not a process. Energy is not a physical article or object and as such is not 
a machine or manufacture. Energy is not a combination of substances and therefore not a 
composition of matter. 

10. Examiner suggests replacing "computer readable medium" to "non-transitory computer 
readable medium" and indicate where support for "non-transitory computer readable medium" in 
the specification is disclosed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC 8 112 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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12. Claims 1-10 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

13. As per claims 1-7 and 8-10 claim multiple elements that consist of "means for" which 
are a means (or step) plus function limitation that invokes 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph. 
However, the written description fails to clearly link or associate the disclosed structure, 
material, or acts to the claimed function such that one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize 
what structure, material, or acts perform the claimed function. The written description discloses 
the structure in the claims but does not clearly link the structure with its corresponding "means". 

Applicant is required to: 

(a) Amend the claim so that the claim limitation will no longer be a means (or step) 
plus function limitation under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph; or 

(b) Amend the written description of the specification such that it clearly links or 
associates the corresponding structure, material, or acts to the claimed function without 
introducing any new matter (35 U.S.C. 132(a)); or 

(c) State on the record where the corresponding structure, material, or acts are set forth 
in the written description of the specification that perform the claimed function. For more 
information, see 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP §§ 608.01(o) and 2181. 

For a computer-implemented means-plus-function claim limitation that invokes 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, sixth paragraph, the corresponding structure is required to be more than simply a 
general purpose computer or microprocessor. The corresponding structure for a computer 
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implemented function must include the algorithm as well as the general purpose computer or 
microprocessor. 

14. As per claims 12 and 14, contain the limitation "said second step" in the last line which 
has no antecedent basis in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 1-3, and 5-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Irwin et 
al. (US PreGrant publication 7,289,273 B2) in view of Stefik (US Patent No: 5,715,403) 

As per claim 1, Irwin discloses content data reproduction apparatus for reproducing 
content data, said content data reproduction apparatus comprising: 

- reception means for receiving from said registration confirmation apparatus a 
registration confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction apparatus or 
said user has been registered; - Irwin, columns 6, lines 1-32, col. 20, lines 23-60; consumer 
device i.e. repository requests data from an intermediate rights provider registering itself 
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storage means for storing content data acquired from a content data provision apparatus, 
said content data provision apparatus providing - Irwin, columns 5, lines 40-67, consumer device 
is an mp3 player which store data 

but fails to disclose said content data which is prohibited from being stored in a location 
external to said content dada reproduction apparatus; setting means for setting said content data 
stored in said storage means to reproducible when said reception means receives said registration 
confirmation signal and after said content data is acquired and stored by the storage means; and 
reproduction means for reproducing said content data when a reproduction command for said 
content data is input via an input means while said content data is being set to reproducible by 
said setting means. 

However, Stefik discloses said content data which is prohibited from being stored in an 
external section; - Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to 
digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not 
be able to store it in an external section. 

setting means for setting said content data stored in said storage means to reproducible 
when said reception means receives said registration confirmation signal; - Stefik, column 48, 
lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the 
music. 

and reproduction means for reproducing said content data when a reproduction command 
for said content data is input via an input means while said content data is being set to 
reproducible by said setting means. - Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make 
copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the music. 
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Irwin and Stefik are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of 
electronic digital rights management. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and the digital rights management as 
taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. 

As per claim 2, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The content data reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein when an operation to purchase said content data which 
is associated with attribute information informing that said content data is prohibited from being 
stored in the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus is performed, - Stefik, 
column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to digital media. One of the 
rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in an 
external section. 

said content data reproduction apparatus transmits to a content data sales apparatus a 
purchase notification signal which notifies said content data sales apparatus of an intention to 
purchase said content data, -Irwin figure 3, consumer device requests play from content server 
and obtains rights, consumer requests to purchase media and gets updates rights upon receiving 
signal from license server 

and then when receiving from said content data sales apparatus a sale notification signal 
which notifies said content data reproduction apparatus that a sale of said content data is 
completed, -Irwin figure 3 teaches the purchased data rights transmitted to consumer device 
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said content data reproduction apparatus changes said attribute information of said 
content data such that said attribute information informs that said content data is allowed to be 
stored in the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus. -Stefik, column 48, 
lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the 
music. User gets the right given the choices they make. If they are not paying they would be 
able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to copy. Once user pays the rights 
associated with the music are updated to allow user to make copies. 

As per claim 3, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The content data reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said attribute information informing that said content 
data is allowed to be stored in the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus 
shows permission of outputting said content data to an external section as if said content data is 
lent out, or permission of outputting said content data to the location external to said content data 
reproduction apparatus as well as deleting said content data from said storage means. -Stefik, 
column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to 
purchase the music. User gets the right given the choices they make. If they are not paying they 
would be able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to copy. Once user pays the rights 
associated with the music are updated to allow user to make copies. 

As per claim 5, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The content data reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising: readout means for reading out said content 
data from a storage medium, wherein said storage means stores said content data read by said 
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readout means. -Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not 
granted till user decides to purchase the music. User gets the right given the choices they make. 
If they are not paying they would be able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to 
copy. Once user pays the rights associated with the music are updated to allow user to make 
copies. User being able to view the music file is reading it out. 

As per claim 6, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The content data reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said content data provided from said content data 
provision apparatus is associated with attribute information informing that said content data is 
prohibited from being output to the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus. 
- Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to digital media. 
One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store 
it in an external section. 

As per claim 7, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The content data reproduction 
apparatus according to claim 6, further comprising: output means for outputting content data to 
the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus; and output control means for 
controlling said output means such that said content data is not output when the attribute 
information of said content data informs that the outputting of said content data is prohibited. - 
Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to digital media. One 
of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in 
an external section. Column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted 
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till user decides to purchase the music. User gets the right given the choices they make. If they 
are not paying they would be able to view it only if they pay they would get rights to copy. Once 
user pays the rights associated with the music are updated to allow user to make copies. User 
being able to view the music file is reading it out. So Stefik discloses the a digital work can have 
permission rights associated with it which only allows user to view it and it can have rights to 
make copies and it can have multiple rights given what user chooses. Hence user can have one 
right till they make the purchase and their right changes i.e. receive additional rights to the digital 
media. 

As per claim 8, Irwin discloses A registration confirmation apparatus comprising: 
reception means for receiving from content data reproduction apparatus a confirmation request 
signal which requests said registration confirmation apparatus to confirm whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or a user thereof has been registered, - Irwin figure 3, 
consumer device requests play from content server and obtains rights, consumer requests to 
purchase media and gets updates rights upon receiving signal from license server 

said content data reproduction apparatus configured to reproduce content data; - Irwin, 
column 19, lines 35 through 52, content device is able to reproduce data 

first storage means for storing apparatus identification information identifying said 
content data reproduction apparatus or user identification information identifying said user, - 
Irwin, figure 3 

but fails to disclose along with payment status information showing a payment status of 
said content data reproduction apparatus or said user; determination means for checking said first 
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storage means based on said apparatus identification information or said user identification 
information shown by the received confirmation request signal to determine whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user has been properly charged payment; and 
transmission means for transmitting to said content data reproduction apparatus a registration 
confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user has 
been registered, in response to the determination result of said determination means. 

However, Stefik discloses along with payment status information showing payment status 
of said content data reproduction apparatus or said user; determination means for checking said 
first storage means based on said apparatus identification information or said user identification 
information shown by the received confirmation request signal to determine whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user has been properly charged; - Stefik, column 48, 
lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user decides to purchase the 
music. 

and transmission means for transmitting to said content data reproduction apparatus a 
registration confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction apparatus or 
said user has been registered, in response to the determination result of said determination 
means. - Stefik, columns 27 and 28, repositories communicate insuring other is registered and a 
message indicating registration is sent 

Irwin and Stefik are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of 
electronic digital rights management. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and and the digital rights management 
as taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. 

As per claim 9, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The registration confirmation 
apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising: second storage means for storing content 
data; and content data transmission means for transmitting to said content data reproduction 
apparatus said content data stored in said second storage means, in response to a request from 
said content data reproduction apparatus. - Irwin figure 3, and Stefik, columns 27 and 28, 
repositories communicate insuring other is registered and a message indicating registration is 
sent. There are two repositories which store and transmit the data between them. 

As per claim 10, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses The registration confirmation 
apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said content data transmission means transmits to said 
content data reproduction apparatus said content data which is prohibited from being stored from 
said content data reproduction apparatus to a location external to said content data reproduction 
apparatus. , - Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to 
digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not 
be able to store it in an external section. 



As per claims 11 and 13, Irwin discloses A content data reproduction method of a 
content data reproduction apparatus for reproducing content data, said content data reproduction 
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method comprising: transmitting to registration confirmation apparatus a confirmation request 
signal which requests the registration confirmation apparatus to confirm whether or not said 
content data reproduction apparatus or a user has been registered; - Irwin figure 3 

But fails to disclose receiving from said registration confirmation apparatus a registration 
confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user has 
been registered; storing in a storage means content data acquired from content data provision 
apparatus, said content data provision apparatus providing said content data which is prohibited 
from being stored in the location external to said content data reproduction apparatus; setting 
said content data stored in said storage means to reproducible when said registration 
confirmation signal is received from said registration confirmation apparatus and after said 
content data is acquired and stored by said storage means; and reproducing said content data 
when a reproduction command for said content data is input via an input means while said 
content data is being set to reproducible. 

However Stefik discloses a second step of receiving from said registration confirmation 
apparatus a registration confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction 
apparatus or said user has been registered; - Stefik, columns 27 and 28, repositories communicate 
insuring other is registered and a message indicating registration is sent, signal sent informing 
repository that user is registered 

a third step of storing in a storage means content data acquired from content data 
provision apparatus, said content data provision apparatus providing said content data which is 
prohibited from being stored in an external section; - Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, 
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line 21, different rights can be set to digital media. One of the rights can be to only play the file 
and not be able to copy it hence not be able to store it in an external section. 

a fourth step of setting said content data stored in said storage means to reproducible 
when said registration confirmation signal is received from said registration confirmation 
apparatus; - Stefik, column 46, line 52 to column 47, line 21, different rights can be set to digital 
media. One of the rights can be to only play the file and not be able to copy it hence not be able 
to store it in an external section. 

and a fifth step of reproducing said content data when a reproduction command for said 
content data is input via an input means while said content data is being set to reproducible. - 
Stefik, column 48, lines 36 through 54, rights to store/make copies are not granted till user 
decides to purchase the music. 

Irwin and Stefik are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of 
electronic digital rights management. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and and the digital rights management 
as taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. 



As per claims 12 and 14, Stefik discloses A registration confirmation method of 
registration confirmation apparatus, said registration confirmation a confirmation request signal 
which requests to confirm whether or not said content data reproduction apparatus or a user has 
been registered, said content data reproduction apparatus configured to reproduce content data; - 
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Irwin figure 3 and columns 6, lines 1-32, consumer device i.e. repository requests data from an 
intermediate rights provider registering itself 

But fails to disclose determining whether or not said content data reproduction apparatus 
or said user has been properly charged by checking a storage means based on apparatus 
identification information identifying said content data reproduction apparatus or user 
identification information identifying said user shown in the received confirmation request 
signal, said storage means storing said apparatus identification information or said user 
identification information along with payment status information showing payment status of said 
content data reproduction apparatus or said user; and transmitting to said content data 
reproduction apparatus a registration confirmation signal which informs that said content data 
reproduction apparatus or said user has been registered, in response to the determination result of 
said second step. 

However Stefik discloses a second step of determining whether or not said content data 
reproduction apparatus or said user has been properly charged by checking a storage means 
based on apparatus identification information identifying said content data reproduction 
apparatus or user identification information identifying said user shown in the received 
confirmation request signal, said storage means storing said apparatus identification information 
or said user identification information along with payment status information showing payment 
status of said content data reproduction apparatus or said user; - Stefik, column 8, lines 1-33 and 
figure 3, repositories connecting to credit server which handles payments and sends correct 
information to repositories informing them whether user is authorized or not. 
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and a third step of transmitting to said content data reproduction apparatus a registration 
confirmation signal which informs that said content data reproduction apparatus or said user has 
been registered, in response to the determination result of said second step. - Stefik, columns 27 
and 28, repositories communicate insuring other is registered and a message indicating 
registration is sent. 

Irwin and Stefik are analogous art because they are from the same field of endeavor of 
electronic digital rights management. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to use the data reproduction device as described by Irwin and the digital rights management as 
taught by Stefik in order to implement a DRM for external storage. 

17. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Irwin in view of Stefik 
and further in view of Lin (US Patent No: 6,275,693 Bl) 

As per claim 4, Irwin in view of Stefik discloses the content data reproduction apparatus 
according to claim 1 , 

but fails to disclose wherein said transmission means transmits said confirmation request 
signal to said registration confirmation apparatus each time when said content data reproduction 
apparatus is powered on 

However, Lin discloses wherein said transmission means transmits said confirmation 
request signal to said registration confirmation apparatus each time when said content data 
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reproduction apparatus is powered on -Lin, column 4, lines 35-43, discloses powering on a 
device and registering it and that is a well known in the art to so, hence done automatically. 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to modify the device registration 
as disclosed in Irwin with the mobile device registration as disclosed in Lin because it is 
desirable to connect to network automatically upon powering up of device as disclosed in Lin - 
Lin, column 4, lines 35-43, discloses powering on a device and registering it and that is a well 
known in the art to so, hence done automatically. 

Conclusion 

18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Kanaan whose telephone number is (571)270-3906. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the above noted Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached at the following telephone number: 
(571)272-3799. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/SIMON KANAAN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2432 

/Gilberto Barron Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2432 



